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Comboni Lay Missionary Program

Welcome to our new Director!

Paul Wheeler began working as the new Director of the Comboni Lay
Missionaries in mid-November. He is no stranger to the Comboni Family.
He has helped out in LaGrange Park many times with Discernment
Weekends with potential lay missionaries, and served on the Admission
Committee. Paul served as a lay missionary himself with the Society of
African Missions in the 1990s. He spent two years in Liberia, and then
returned to Ivory Coast for two additional years to help coordinate relief
efforts for refugees from Liberia’s civil war. He has an MBA from DePaul
University, and joins us after working many years with Catholic Charities in Chicago, and
with a local Chicago-area business.

Update: Susan Coopersmith in Kenya

My work of evangelization ae loom weaving, machine

is carried out by showing knitting, tie and dye, and
love, concern, caring, and embroidery, and also
lending a listening ear. | support courses in Business
try to inculturate the Education, Literacy, and
Gospel in a concrete way Character and Spiritual

by bringing the values of Formation. Students also
the Kingdom — peace, participate and assist in
justice, truth, forgiveness, preparation of daily prayer.

and service — out into the A student in knitting class. Among the challenges our
community where | live. students face are poverty,
physical, sexual, and emotional abuse,
Annually the Kariobangi Women exploitation, drug and alcohol addiction,
Promotion Project in Nairobi assists single motherhood, and many others. The
approximately 100 needy young women inspiration of the Project, to further the
(ages 13 — 30) by offering them
vocational training in dressmaking, hand Continued on back cover...
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Update: Theresa May In Peru

About 30 of us struggle through the deep sand in the quiet of night. No moon, no stars, no
light, I'm a little lost, but the others know the way, and I trust them. Finally, we arrive at the
house; it's quiet and dark just like the others on the street. In silence, one in our group steps
forward and knocks on the door. Teodoro stands ready with the guitar. The door opens
tentatively, just a crack. “Estas son las mafanitas que cantaba el Rey David...” We start
singing the traditional birthday song.
She swings the door open wide and with
a huge grin on her face and her eyes wide
with surprise and brimming with tears,
she steps out. Cristina is a member of
the parish’s youth group and we've come
to serenade her, bring her a birthday
cake and wish her a Feliz Cumplearios.

Ralph, Hannah and I have been serving
as Comboni Lay Missionaries in Peru for ¥ - -
more than a year and as | reflect on all A birthday party at the parish in Peru.

our experiences one in particular stands

out — birthdays! | spend a lot of my time with the youth from the parish since I coordinate
the confirmation program, help out with catechist formation and the first communion
program and just generally “hang out” with the youth. Poverty prevents most families from
celebrating birthdays. People live on just $2-3 a day and, as you can imagine, they struggle
everyday just to put a very simple meal on the table.

When a birthday rolls around, everyone who is able contributes one sol (about 30 cents) to
buy the cake. If there is enough left over, we buy a 3 liter bottle of soda. The people are very
humble. I keep thinking that the surprise will wear off and the birthday person will come to
expect their cake. That’s not the case. The people here are grateful that the group cared
enough to observe their birthday. | love helping make them feel so special and so loved.

A lot of times, we all barely fit into the birthday person’s mud house.
We stand on the dirt floor and candle light casts dancing shadows on
the walls. These houses are quite dark and damp on the inside, but
when we fill them with laughter and smiles, jokes and song, for me,
they transform into some of the most beautiful homes I've ever been
in.

| feel very privileged to share life experiences and faith with the people
of Truijillo, Peru. Their tremendous sense of hospitality, their love of
fiesta and their concern for one another inspires me to be more welcoming and attentive to
the needs of others. Plus it never hurts to kick back and celebrate a birthday party or two!




