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Why should you
become a Comboni
Lay Missionary?

Consider sharing the hope and love of the
Gospel message as you walk with the poor in
their struggles.

Ponder the blessing of your own faith and
how much more it will mean if you share it
with others.

Imagine the opportunity for spiritual and
personal growth. You will share your faith,
skills and educational background with
people from many cultures - and you will
learn from them.

Picture yourself living in a community with

other lay people as you serve God and God’s
favorite people - the poor.
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Nearly 140 years
ago, St. Daniel
Comboni founded
the Comboni
Missionaries’ ;
congregation of J
priests, sisters and j f
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St. Daniel Comboni

brothers to work
with poor and
abandoned people
in African countries.

As a young priest,
Daniel Comboni was moved by the extreme
poverty and oppression that existed throughout
much of Africa.

He was a passionate promoter of human rights,
as he struggled against the slave trade in Central
Africa, set up centers for the education and
training of Africans, and became the first bishop
of Khartoum (Sudan).

Today, the Comboni Missionaries are present
in 40 countries in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin
America and North America. They minister to the
poor and powerless, helping them to improve

their quality of life and grow in Christian faith.

From the beginning, St. Daniel enlisted the aid
of lay people who were committed to the ideal of
empowering local people to carry on the work of
the church. The Comboni Lay Missionary
Program of North America is one way for today’s
laity to continue that commitment and to share
their lives and faith with the marginalized
throughout the world.

For more information:

Comboni Lay Missionaries
1615 E. 31st Street
LaGrange Park, IL 60526-1377
Tel. 708-588-1602
Fax 708-354-2006
www.laymission-comboni.org

North American Province

Comboni Missionaries
www.ComboniMissionaries.org

Comboni Missionary Sisters
www.combonisrs.com

Comboni Lay

Missionaries

of the
U.S. and Canada

We're a Catholic community of lay
men and women who live out our
faith by walking with the poor of
other lands, helping to build a more
Jjust and compassionate world.

Join us on ajourney of love and
compassion, as we reach out to our
brothers and sisters around the globe.




Why is there a need for lay
missionaries today?

The Comboni Missionaries’ vision of the church is
one that includes lay and religious persons working
together in small Christian communities to empower
the poor and marginalized.

St. Daniel Comboni welcomed religious and lay
men and women to participate in his mission work.
Lay missionaries and religious members of the
congregation enjoy a special relationship in the spirit
of Comboni. They share in the work, charism,
spirituality, and apostolic community of the Comboni
Missionaries.

What services are provided by
lay missionaries?

Comboni Lay Missionaries live the Christian life in
their ministries, including pastoral work, education,
health care, and rural development. They live the
Gospel by sharing their own skills and trades to
empower the people, encouraging them to become
leaders in their local churches and communities. In
all that they do, the lay missionaries’ message shows
respect for human dignity and freedom.

How long do Comboni Lay
Missionaries serve?

After 14 weeks of Orientation, candidates sign a
renewable contract to commit themselves to three
years of service.

Usually, they are sent out in teams of two or three
to mission sites. They live in community during
Orientation and while they are participating in
overseas mission service.

Who are the Comboni Lay Missionaries?

The Comboni Lay Missionaries are Catholic women and men who feel called to ‘- ;
live the Gospel. They have a strong faith commitment and are interested in

joining Comboni priests, sisters and brothers in mission service with the poor in
selected countries of Africa and Latin America.

North America is not the only region where Comboni Lay Missionaries are recruited and trained. There
are currently 10 other programs operating out of 9 countries: Mexico, Peru, Brazil, Congo, Uganda, Spain,
Portugal, Germany, and Italy.

Who can join?

Catholic lay women and men, between the ages of 24-54, married or single, are welcomed into the program.
(Couples with dependent children will be considered on a case-by-case basis.) Candidates must be college
graduates or have necessary skills for trades that are appropriate in the mission environment, and they must have
at least one year of work experience.

Where do lay missionaries serve?

In places where there is poverty, sickness and injustice. St. Daniel Comboni dedicated himself to the poorest and
most abandoned parts of the world, and the Comboni mission family of today continues to do likewise. To see
which countries lay missionaries are serving in, visit our website at www.laymission-comboni.org

How are the candidates prepared for mission work?

The program provides a 14-week Orientation program. The staff and knowledgeable resource people give classes
in Theology and Scripture, and workshops on cross-cultural living, communication skills, conflict resolution,
mission spirituality, the Comboni charism, relationships and intimacy overseas, staying healthy, etc. Time is set
aside each week for studying the area of assignment and communicating with the pastoral team overseas.

There are also regular community activities
such as morning prayers, mass, weekly reflection
group meetings, weekly pastoral practice,
community evenings, and a retreat.

Following the Orientation program, newly
contracted lay missionaries will travel overseas to
begin language study for approximately three
months.

What is required?

» Candidates must demonstrate a strong faith
commitment as Catholics and have a sincere
desire for mission service overseas.

» They must be emotionally mature and in good
physical and mental health.

» They must be able to interact and cooperate
with people of different religions, traditions
and cultures, to live simply, to sacrifice and be
flexible, and to be willing to learn.

» They must be willing to work in community
with the local church and the Comboni
Missionaries, and be open to ongoing spiritual
development.

What happens when the three-
year commitment ends?

Upon returning to the U.S. or Canada after the
three-year assignment, the lay missionaries are
offered a program to integrate their mission
experience and evaluate their commitment. If it
has been a positive experience, they may renew
the contract.

There are also opportunities to share their
mission experiences with members of the North
American church.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


